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Reexamining the Death, Rehabilitation and

Evaluations of Shangguan Waner

Ya-ju Cheng

Shangguan Waner (_'E#i5i) was one of the most famous
female political figures of the Tang dynasty. She was killed by Li
Longji (ZEFERE, XuanzongZ 5%) in the palace coup against Queen
Wei (2E25) in 710. The Jiu Tang shu and the Xin Tang shu
record that after ascending the throne, Xuanzong commanded the
officials to compile the corpus of Shangguan Waner. However
according to the preface written by Zhang Yue (GEift) it was
Princess Taiping (K22 ), the political adversary of Xuanzong,
who requested Ruizong (&%) to have her works compiled. In the
Jiu Tang shu and the Xin Tang shu, the records about the death and
the rehabilitation of Shangguan Waner are vague and incomplete
and avoid showing Xuanzong in a bad light. This was probably
because the Veritable Records (E§%) were edited in Xuanzong’s

reign.

This paper will reexamine the death, the rehabilitation and the
evaluations of Shangguan Waner by reading carefully and

contrasting the official records and other Tang documents. First, |
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clarify the political status and orientation of Shangguan Waner to
review whether it was just to kill her in the palace coup against
Queen Wei. Then I will suggest why Shangguan Waner was
rehabilitated in Ruizong’s period and what kind of political effects
this event might have produced. Finally, I ask what cultural
contexts might have induced people to take it as historical fact that
Xuanzong was the one who ordered the compilation of Shangguan

Waner’s collection.

Keywords: Shangguan Waner, Li Longji (Xuanzong), Princess

Taiping, Women’s politics, Literature



